KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE PRINCESS !

I SAMUEL 17


Background to today’s message:

1. David was a small shepherd-__________.

2.
Goliath was a big, tall __________.

3.
Saul was the __________ of Israel.

4.
David first reaction to Goliath was ______.

5.
The thing that grabbed David’s attention 

was:_____________________________

Who said it?   __________

I Samuel 17

1  Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle at Soco, in Judah, and pitched between Soco and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim.

2  And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and were set in battle array against the Philistines.

3  And the Philistines stood on a mountain side, and Israel stood on the other mountain side.  And there was a valley between them.

4  And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span.  (9 to 10 feet) !

5  And he had a helmet of brass, and he had a coat of armor; and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass.  (150 pounds)

6  And he had armor upon his legs, and a breastplate between his shoulders.

7  And the staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam.   And the head of the spear weighed six hundred shekels of iron (20 pounds).   And a servant bearing a shield went before him.

8 And he stood and cried unto the armies of

Israel, Why are you come out to battle?  

Am not I a Philistine, and you are servants of Saul?  Choose you a man, and let him come down to me.

9  If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, we be your servants.  But if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall you will be our servants, and serve us.

10  And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day.  Give me a man that we may fight together.

11  When Saul and all Israel heard the words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and were greatly afraid.

12  Now David was the eighth son of Jesse, from Bethlehem.

13  And the three oldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the battle: and the names of the three sons were Eliab the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah.

14  And David was the youngest: of all the sons.

15  And David went back and forth from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem.

16  And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days.

17  And Jesse said to David his son, Take this corn, and these ten loaves, and go to the camp of your  brothers.

18  And carry these ten cheeses to their captain, and see how your brothers are doing.

19  Now Saul and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.

20  And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and went, as Jesse had commanded him.   And he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to fight, and shout for the battle.

21  For Israel and the Philistines had put the battle in array, army against army.

22  And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper, and ran into the army, and greeted his brothers.

23  And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spoke his same words.   And David heard them.

24  And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were very afraid.


What are the reactions to the “giants” in our lives?

1.
Our first reaction to the “giant” is to FEAR !

2.
Our second reaction to the “giant” is to FLEE !

3.
Our ultimate reaction to the “giant” 

    should be to FIGHT !

25 And the men of Israel said, Have you seen

this man that is come up to defy Israel ?

Behold, it has been said, that the man who kills him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and will make his father's house (tax) free in Israel.

26  And David inquired of the men that stood by him, What shall be done to the man that kills this Philistine, and takes away the reproach from Israel?    Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?

27  And the men repeated their answer, saying, So shall it be done to the man that kills Goliath.

28  And Eliab, his oldest brother, heard David speak to the men.   And Eliab's was angry with David, and he asked David, Why did you come here?   And with whom have you left the sheep in the wilderness?  I know your pride, and the naughtiness of your heart.   For you have come down just to see the battle!

29  And David said, What have I done wrong?   Is there not a reason to ask such a question?

30  And he turned from his brother, and asked the same question of those around him.  And the men gave him the same answer.

31  And when David’s words were heard, they were repeated to Saul, and Saul sent for him.

32  And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of Goliath.   Your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.

33 And Saul said to David, You art not able to go

against this Philistine to fight with him.

You are but a boy, and he has been a man of war from his youth.

34  And David said to Saul, Your servant has kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock:

35  And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered the lamb out of his mouth.  And when he arose up against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.

36  Your servant slew both the lion and the bear.   And this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.

37  David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with you.

38  And Saul armed David with his armor, and he put a helmet of brass upon his head and  also gave him a coat of armor.

39  And David put on Saul’s sword, and he tried to move.  For he had not practiced with it. And David said to Saul, I can not use these.  I have not practiced with them. And David took them off.

40  And he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had,  and his slingshot was in his hand,  and he drew near to the Philistine.

41  And the Philistine approached David; and the man that bore the shield went before him.

42  And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he made fun of him.   For he was but a ruddy youth, and had a fair complexion.

43  And the Philistine said to David, Am I a dog, that you come to me with a stick? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.

44  And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air, and to the beast of the field.

45  Then said David to the Philistine, You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a shield,  but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

46  This day will the LORD deliver you into my hand.  And I will smite you, and take your head from you.   And I will give the carcasses of your men to the birds of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.

47  And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear.   For the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into our hands.

48  And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.

49  And David put his hand in his bag, and took out a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.

50  So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.

51  Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath, and slew him, and cut off his head. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled.

52  And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until they came to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the bodies of the Philistines were scattered from Sharaim, as far west as Gath and  Ekron.  (20 miles)


What gives us the courage

to fight the giants in our lives?

THE PRIZE !


We can either look at the PROBLEM,

Or we can look at the PRIZE !


Today, you may ask the question:

“Pastor Dale, is there really a PRIZE ?
LET’S TALK ABOUT THE PRIZE !
1.  The JOY of the Lord !

(Hebrews 12:1-2)

1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which does so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2.  The KNOWLEDGE of the Lord !  (Phil 3:7-11)



(first-hand experience)

7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

9  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

11  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

3.  The CITY of the Lord !

(Hebrews 11:8-10)

8  By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

10  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

4.  The REWARD of the Lord !  (Phil 3:12-14)

12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Rewards Worth Striving For:

THE INDESTRUCTIBLE CROWN – 

For Pursuing Excellence !

And every man that strives for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an Incorruptible Crown. 

(1 Cor 9:25)  

THE  REJOICING CROWN – 

For Leading People to Salvation !

For what is our hope, our joy, our Crown of Rejoicing? Is it not you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?   (1 Thess 2:19)

THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS – 

For Being Faithful to the End !

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.  (II Tim 4:7-8)

THE CROWN OF GLORY – 

For Taking Care of God’s People

The elders which are among you I exhort…, Feed the flock of God which is among you…, being examples to the flock… And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive a Crown of Glory that fades not away. (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

THE CROWN OF LIFE – 

For Overcoming Great Trial and Temptation

Blessed is the man that endures temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. (James 1:1)

Fear none of those things which thou shall suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that you may be tried; and you shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life. (Rev 2:10)

5.   The PERSONALITY of the Lord !  

(Romans 8:18, 28-29)

18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.


FOUR GIANTS DAVID COULD NOT KILL

(II SAM 21:15-22)

1.
Ishbebenob – 

Guilt

2.
Saph – 


Greed

3.
Lahmi – 


Bitterness

4.
Six-Fingered Giant - 
Lust

The Reason?  NO PRINCESS!  NO PRIZE!
What Is Your Goliath ?

Guilt ?


Fear ?

Depression ?


Greed ?

Bitterness ?
Sickness ?

Finances ?

Sin ?

Habit ?


Lust ?


Unanswered Prayer ?

Name your Princess !

1. The Joy of the Lord !

2. The Knowledge of the Lord !

3. The City of the Lord !

4. The Rewards of the Lord !

5. The Personality of the Lord !

